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Rev. John I. Jenkins, C.S.C., who has served as the president of the 
University of Notre Dame for nearly two decades, will join Purdue 
President Mung Chiang for a conversation as part of the Presidential 
Lecture Series. 

 Jenkins has boosted the university’s research funding since his 
appointment in 2005. He also led Notre Dame’s efforts to join the 
Association of American Universities, an invitation-only organization 
representing research universities. Notre Dame is the nation’s only 
religiously affiliated university to be so honored.  

Notre Dame secured almost $216 million in research awards in fiscal 
2023, up from $95.8 million in 2013, and is now among the fastest-
growing research universities in the nation. Funding was distributed 
over 824 awards, the most ever in one year.   

Recognizing the high cost of education, Notre Dame has dramatically 
increased financial aid over the past 15 years, meeting 100% of 
demonstrated financial need for every student.  

A popular teacher, Father Jenkins has taught courses on ancient and 
medieval philosophy, faith and reason, and Thomas Aquinas. He is 
a philosopher trained in theology and has been a member of Notre 
Dame’s Department of Philosophy since 1990.  

Jenkins earned undergraduate and advanced degrees from Notre 
Dame, a Doctorate of Philosophy from Oxford University, and a 
Master of Divinity and Licentiate in Sacred Theology from the Jesuit 
School of Theology at Berkeley in California.  
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